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This is a decision on the petition styled under 37 CFR 1.53(e) 
filed on 3 April, 2002, which is treated as a petition under 37 
CFR 1.10(c) requesting that the above-identified application be 
accorded a filing date of 15 January, 2002, rather than the 
presently accorded filing date of 14 January, 2002. 

Petitioner alleges that the application was deposited in Express 
Mail service on 15 January, 2002. In support, on 3 April, 2002, 
petitioner supplied a copy of Express Mail Label No. 
EL766105204US (the same Express Mail number found on the 
application transmittal letter accompanying the original 
application papers located in the official file) . Although the 
u date-in" on the Express Mail label appears to be "1/14/02", the 
Express Mail label also contains a USPS postmark dated January 
15, 2002. Furthermore, a search of the USPTO' s USPS Express Mail 
Information Database reveals that this Express Mail Label No. was 
accepted by the USPS on 15 January, 2002. 

In view of the above, the petition is granted . The petition fee 
of $130.00 will be credited to counsel's deposit account, No. 02- 
4800 as authorized in the petition. 

The application is being returned to the Office of Initial Patent 
Examination (OIPE) for correction of the filing date to 15 
January, 2002, and for issuance of a corrected Filing Receipt. 

Telephone inquiries specific to this matter should be directed to 
the undersigned at (703) 308-6918. 


Douglas I. Wood 
Petitions Attorney 
Office of Petitions 
Office of the Deputy Commissioner 
for Patent Examination Policy 



